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Goals

Overarching aim of the seminar series is to complement lectures giving a more in depth knowledge on emergence and latest development of social policy at the European Union level and its Member States. 

More specifically the objectives are: 

· Enable students understand approaches towards social policy in the EU member states 
· Recognize the process of social policy at the EU level and its interaction with the individual MS
· Provide a snapshot on some sectoral social policy issues (employment, migration, ageing etc.)
· Give an overview of the future challenges to welfare states in Europe

Seminar layout

Seminar series is based on close interaction between the theoretical background of the academic sphere and the practical experience of public and private sector. Key building stone is an active involvement of students in the learning process. 
The students will be divided into four working groups per seminar; in the groups they will work for the whole seminar series. For each seminar (apart form the seminar introduction and conclusion), one group will prepare a powerpoint presentation, another group will prepare questions for the discussion on the subject, the third group will deliver an essay and the last one comments on the actual topic. The division of tasks will be done during the introduction seminar. 

The discussion will have different formats starting from one to one dialogue, through group conversation to a panel discussion. Students preparing the questions will be in charge of the discussions. 
What you can expect from us?

· Key articles for each seminar and additional information material for immediate photocopying or downloading in a form of reader 

· Navigation to further resources and materials through hypertext links

· Electronic version of all materials used in seminars 

· Feedback on submitted annotation essays and performed presentations

· Ad hoc consultations after seminars 
What we expect from you?

· Preparation and in-depth knowledge of the basic literature and general overview of the subject 

· Attendance and active participation in seminars 
· Delivered group powerpoint presentation 
· Submitted group essays on the annotation question 
How to present a good powerpoint presentation?
· Think about the structure of the presentation.
· Concentrate on getting a few simple points across.
· Avoid too much detail.
· Sum up your key arguments as bullet-points in the conclusion.

· Keep the attention of the audience.
· Text in overheads should be so large that everyone can read them.
· If using a table, mark clearly the figure(s) you want the listeners to concentrate on.

· Too much animation can be distracting, so avoid animation overload.

· Handouts are generally a good idea; however, make sure that they do not deflect attention from your talk.
· The total duration should not be longer than 30 minutes.

· Never forget to speak slowly.

How to write a high-quality essay?

· Critically evaluate the literature in the reader, you’re annotating (and not simply summarize it).

· Essay should have a structure which is clear, set out in the first paragraph, and explicit as the paper unfolds.

· Provide road maps, use subheadings.

· Keep the paper simple, i.e. short, simple words, short sentences.

· One paragraph should contain one idea; paragraphs can be one sentence long, but should not be longer than 15 lines.

· Use footnotes sparingly; footnote should say something which sheds additional light on what you just said, but might break the flow of the text if added in full.

· As a rule, a reference should be used to indicate the source of tables and graphs, factual statements that are not common knowledge.

· Avoid plagiarism, always cite and list the literature you used.

· Proper grammar and spelling is relevant.

· Use a standard size font, at least 1.5 spacing on the computer, and leave relatively wide margins (at least one inch/2.54 cm) for comments.

· your essay should not be longer than 1000 words (excluding headings, footnotes and literature). Provide word count on the first page. 

· Essay will be always submitted electronically till Sunday 13:00 before the particular seminar.
· If essay is not considered to be sufficient, there is a possibility to rewrite it. (Deadline is one week after presentation it at the seminar.) 
How to prepare sound questions and lead fine discussions?

· Do not do onto others what you would not want to have done onto you.

· Prepare the type of questions that you would like to receive yourself.

· Put forward open questions; avoid the possibility of simple answering yes or no. 

· Concentrate your questions around key issues of the particular topic; you should be ready to have at least 10 question areas on paper. 

· Comment the answer, your comments should alert the audience to the wider implications of the issue discussed and boost debate. 

· Be succinct; do not occupy the majority of the debate yourself. 

· Think positive; a critique of the opinion of others can wait until after you've presented your idea.

Student evaluation

	
	Points

	Attendance
	5

	Participation (actual topic)
	5

	Essay
	15

	Power Point presentation
	20

	Discussion
	15

	Total 
	60


Logistics

	Seminar WS I
Monday 14-15:20 (Room 2018)
	Seminar WS II
Monday 15:30-16.50
(Room 3019)


1st Seminar – Social Policy terminology 

1st March 2010
Seminar leaders: Daniel Balcha, Miriam Kotrusová
This will be an introductory session. After introductory overview of course seminars, division of tasks for the seminar series, the rest of the seminar will be a game covering Social Policy terminology. 

Basic Literature

Golinowska St., Žukowski M. (2009) Chapter III: European social policy (supranational) in Golinowska, St., Hengstenberg, P., Zukowski, M. (eds.) Diversity and Commonality in European Social Policies. The Forging of a European Social Model. Warsaw: Wydawnicztwo Naukowe Scholar and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung.
2nd Seminar – Social Inclusion and Fight  Against Poverty 

8th of March 2010

Seminar leaders: Daniel Balcha, Petra Orságová

Basic Literature:

Joint Report on Social Protection and Social Inclusion 2009. Brussels : Council of the European Union, 13 March 2009. 

Further Literature:

Monitoring progress towards the objectives of the European Strategy for Social Protection and Social Inclusion. Commission Staff Working Document, SEC(2008) : Brussels. Commission of the European Communities, 6.10.2008.

3rd Seminar – Welfare State and its Problems

22nd of March, 2010

Seminar Leaders: Karolína Dobiášová, Miriam Kotrusová

Basic Literature:

Žukowski M. (2009) Chapter I: Social policy regres in the European countries in Golinowska, St., Hengstenberg, P., Zukowski, M. (eds.) Diversity and Commonality in European Social Policies. The Forging of a European Social Model. Warsaw: Wydawnicztwo Naukowe Scholar and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung.
 Further Literature:

Esping-Andersen,G. ( 1999):  "Social Foundations of Postindustrial Economies", chapter  8. New social risks in old welfare states (pp. 147-169)

Sainsbury, Diane (1999): "Gender and Social-Democratic Welfare States," in Diane Sainsbury eds. (1999): “Gender and Welfare State Regimes”. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 75-117
4th Seminar – Labour Market, Unemployment and Migration 

12nd of April, 2010

Seminar Leaders: Karolína Dobiášová, Miriam Kotrusová

Basic Literature:

Quintini, G. – Martin, S. (2004): „Starting Well or Losing their Way? The Position of Youth in the Labour Market in OECD Countries“. (pp. 7-29) http://puck.sourceoecd.org/vl=6953441/cl=17/nw=1/rpsv/cgi-bin/wppdf?file=5l9dpf45dkd8.pdf
European Commission (2004): „Facing the challenge. The Lisbon strategy for growth and employment“ http://ec.europa.eu/growthandjobs/pdf/kok_report_en.pdf chapter  1. (pp. 8-17), chapter  4. (pp. 31-34)

Katseli, L.T. Immigrants and EU Labour Markets. OECD Development Centre, available at: http://www.migrationinformation.org/Feature/display.cfm?ID=274
5th Seminar – Demography, Ageing and Pensions

26th of April 2010

Seminar Leaders: Petra Orságová, Karolina Dobiášová

Basic Literature:

HAYASHI, Chámi – OLKKONEN, Heli – SIKKEN, Bernd Jan – YERMO, Juan. Transforming Pensions and Healthcare in a Rapidly Ageing World: Opportunities and Collaborative Strategies. Word Economic Forum, 2009. pp. 19-31
Further Literature:

ALLEN, Jessica. Older People and Wellbeing. Institute for Public Policy Research, 2008.

Dolphin, Tony. -  Oppenheim, Carey (eds.).  Opportunities in an Age of Austerity. Smart ways of dealing with the UK’s fiscal deficit. Institute for Public Policy Research, 2009.

6th Seminar – Contemporary issues – hot topics in EU social policy 
10th of May 2010

Seminar Leaders: Petra Orságová, Daniel Balcha 

Basic Literature:

Golinowska, St., Hengstenberg, P., Zukowski, M., eds. (2009). Diversity and Commonality in European Social Policies. The Forging of a European Social Model. Warsaw: Wydawnicztwo Naukowe Scholar and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, pp. 379-413.

Further Literature:

Consultation on the Future "EU 2020" Strategy. Commission Working Document, COM(2009)647 final. Brussels : Commission of the European Communities, 24.11.2009.
Possible topics for papers:

Karolína Dobiášová
1. Health, Health Policy,  Health and Social Care (for example Equity in  Health and Health Inequalities, Public Health, Human Rights-Based Approach to Health, Vulnerable Groups,..) 

2. International Migration (for example Migrants Health and Health Care, Integration of Immigrants, Immigrants and Education, Immigrants and Labour Market,…) 
3. Family Policy (for example Labour Market and Reconciling Work-family Life, Care for Elderly Persons and Other Dependent Persons in Families and Institutional Care, Public Childcare, Social Protection of Families and Role of Social Benefits, ….)  
Miriam Kotrusová

1. Employment Policy, Labour Market Policy, Labour Market and Unemployment in the Czech Republic ort he European Union (Active Labour Market Policy, Unemplyoment Benefits and its connection to the other Social Benefits, Flexicurity Principle as a New Strategy in the Employment Policy in the EU, Flexible Employment – part-time and temporary employment, tmporary working agencies...)

2. Welfare State, its Developments and Problems in the Different European States (Different Employment Stategies in the WS)

3. Social Security Systems in the EU and the Czech Republic – Family Policy (Harmonisation of Working and Family Life), Retirement Policy.
Daniel Balcha

1. Social Inclusion and Fight Against Poverty, 
2. Governance and social policy making, partnership, 
3. HIV/AIDS
4. Social integration.

Petra Orságová
1. Ageing, 
2. Social Care, 
3. Health Care, 
4. Long-term Care, 
5. Social Inclusion, 
6. Services of General Interest.
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