Syllabus

European Social Policy seminar “EU”
The European Union: history, institutions, operations, relationship to Member States
Academic year 2009-2010
Vedoucí semináře/Seminar Head: Mgr. Tomáš Weiss, weiss@fsv.cuni.cz
Objective: Students will acquire the basic knowledge on the European Union, its history, institutions, and fundamental features.

Requirements: Attendance, active participation, final test.

Student evaluation

The total amount of 60 points will be distributed along the following lines

· attendance: max. 12 points (3 and less seminars = 0, 4 seminars = 6, 5-6 seminars = 12)

· active participation: max. 24 points

· final test: max. 24 points

Seminar structure and reading materials

1) EU Institutions (Debnárová)

How the European Community Works – Sections “European Union institutions and bodies” and “Decision-making procedures”; available at http://www.europarl.europa.eu/parliament/expert/displayFtu.do?language=EN&id=74&ftuId=index.html 
2) History of European integration, basic treaties and their changes (Váška)

Section “Historical Events” on the European Navigator Portal; available at http://www.ena.lu/ 

3) European law (Šlosarčík)

Chapter "Judicial Politics", in: Hix, Simon, The political system of the European Union, Houndmills: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005, 2nd ed., p. 111-146. Jinonice library - PL-7231
4) EU and the member states (Rovná)

European Integration and the nation state, in: Simon Bulmer and Christian Lequesne, The Member States of the European Union, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005. Jinonice library - P6-146
Politics in the European Union from the member state point of view, in: Gabriel A.Almond et al., European Politics Today, New York: Pearson Longman, 2006, 4th edition, pp. 457 – 509. Jinonice library - P1-322
5) EU and the world (Weiss)

European Commission, The EU in the world. The foreign policy of the European Union, Luxembourg: Office for Official Publications of the European Communities, 2007; available at http://ec.europa.eu/publications/booklets/move/67/en.pdf  

6) EU and money (Kasáková)
Daniel Gros, How to Achieve a Better Budget for the European Union, CEPS Working Document No. 289/April 2008; available at http://www.ceps.be/ceps/download/1462 
John B. Sutcliffe, The 1999 reform of the structural fund regulations: multi-level governance or renationalization?, Journal of European Public Policy, vol. 7, no. 2, June 2000, pp. 290-309; available through EBSCO
